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AN/TOVY OF REVOLTTIQN

Souree: A Prefage to Eistaxry, Cerl G, Gustavsom, 1955, pp. 102-109,

Misconcep

-

tions aboub revolutions and the truth about the French Revolution

Definition: A true revolution 1is one in which a gccisl or economic group is super-

sedeq dn contron of the stave by anobler socian of sconomic croup under
cirounsbances oI YL0LONCO.

Misoenceptiong = and the true perspective

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

A revolution is caused by the misery of the peonle.

France: The fumdsmental change in the situation wes the growth of eccnonmic
strength ané organization of the middle class, especially the upper middle
clase, coincident with a& diminution of real power in the status of the
Lobility and clersi¥e « o o The French governrenS, which had uncergone no
fimdamental revis’on for upwarcds of a censury and 2 helf, was ou’ of date;
i% did not properly represen’ the social forces of Prance in 1789, Also,
French peasants wore betier off them all others elsevhere in Zurope,

Cre of the nrincipal reasons for & revolubion is the tyramny end brutallily
of the governmen?®,

Frameces The picture thal emerges Ef Louis XVIts government/ is not one of
strenzth, bubt of suck ridiculous wezlmess as %o evoke derision, Somecme
hes very apily seid the’ govermnemic are nol overthrow, they commib
SECiCE o o o o &n oUbbrealk is mosh likely to occur wien a2 government 1s
o>viously incompetent,

The transfer of power occurs when the people storm the citadels of the

government in the course of a civil wac,

France: Actuelly, civil war occurs efter the rmuling class is deprived of
power end then iries to get it back. In the words of Gustavson: We have
diseovered “hay the virtuel golozmse of an old regime »ermils peacln, ac-
cession %o power by the reformers, Those wo usuclly stari b

gre the former ruling classes, wao have been denrived of more
hed exmected, and vho now reaize whet loss of powver really neans,

In 2 revoluticn, the people rise spontanecusly anc Laxe pOWer,

Fremce: Judging from the French exsmple, & revolution enfers a violent
stage due to a combination of resisiamce from the opposition, the pres-
enca of g WIo=ILLL revelriionary noke vhed wishes to carry the move-
pen% %o ibs logical conclusica, and the proximiiy of the nod, whose arms
are ready for use vhen force is necessary. « o o A& f2irly good rule-of-
tmmb standard for thinking about the radical stage of & revolution is
to ssmme that about 10% of the people are sirongly in favor of the move-
men% snd another 10% are ecuslly strongly ageinst it . o o » The momentum
end %he leacders emerge from a small minoriiy; &y revoluiicon Is certain
to be 2 minority revolution affer am initial swelling of popwlar enthusi-
asm, In France, the soclety which vlbimelely emerged as the guiding spirit
of the radicals was the Jacohin Club with EQs in Paris and clube esteb-
lighed %hroughout She cowmiry.
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(5) The result of a revolutlon is to gain grester freedom for the people,

France: Successfl revolutioniste naturally claim to have regtored liberty
to the people, The fact obviously is, however, that the French under the
Jaocbing or Napoleon were more directly affocted by the government and
were better controlled by it themn umder the 01d Regime, The Commmists
gave the Russians a police system far more efficient than that of the
tsars; The American government, after the establishment of the Consti-
tution, was stronger than the British predecessor, Judging by these
examples, one must decide that a revolution usually replaces a decrepit
suthority with 2 ¥yigorous ong. The new administration will exercise

more effective control than its predecessor, which ig likely to result
in a positive lessening of individual liberties. At the same time, the
removal of the principal abuses existent before the insurrection will
give a sense of added freedome

The Pattern of Revolutlon

Following is a brief sketch of the probable successive stages in a revolution,
e mmet btake cere to remember that the pattern can only be a tentative one because
of ipevitable varlations.
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(1) Generally speaking, the initial indication of impending uphoaval is the
activity of writers in demoumcing existent conditions, pointing out the
wrst naladjustnents, satirizing and rendering ridicuwlous certain com=
men practices and ideaes, and destroying faith in existent institutions.
These mem provice new goals for mmenity, coin popular slogans, and
paint pictures of future utopias if suggested reforms were Lo occur,

(2) In the second stage, widespread publio dissatisfaction nanifests it-
self =md culminates in riots, assassinations, and other acts of violence,

(3) The ruling group is intimidated into making repeated concessions until

2 resl trensfer of power takes plage—the third stage, Then, by peace-
ful mesns, the reformers try to carry out their ideas,

(4) If the measures are of so drastic & nature as %o split the nation, the
ability of the moderatea to maintain control is lost, and the initiative
passes to the extremiats. In this, the fourth stage, the fommer ruling

now out of power, amnd experiencing the digabilities of this po-
sition, attempts to regain control of the machinery of govermnment, Civil
war follows! This struggle entrenches the radicals in power,.

{5) In the £ifth stage these radicale attempt to bring into realization
their utopiam dreams, In Framnce, this meent the nobles losk iheir heads!

(6) When their temure of power has run its course, the drift to normalcy oo=
curs, which is called the Thermidoriam Reaction in the French Revolution.
According %o Crame Brin%cn, whose book The Znatory of Revolubiop should be
consulted in this connection, Russia would seenm %0 be undergoing a pro-
tracted Thermidorian Reactiom.

(7) Some writers add a seventh stage to the pattern, that of Bonapartiam or
imperielism, in which the new regime embarks upon a career of conquest
wnder the gulse of liberating other countries,



